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Good news and developments from Adventure Plus

Changing lives for
over 30 years
Welcome to our latest annual printed update.
There is an air of excitement and expectation
here at A+ as the Adventure Base begins to take shape.
The ‘Cosy Timber Yurts’ are now ready
to receive guests and the timber lodges
are up and nearing completion as I write.
Contractors have connected us up to mains
drainage, water and power and our own
team are now completing the paths and
landscaping.

people, as we open the new centre in April
2022.
And we have always said that “it’s about
people not property”.

“Our Christian heritage encourages us
to look at the life of Jesus as a model for
our actions, and some of the key points
It was great to hear positive comments
in His life we see that even for Him, the
from campers and leaders after we gave
King of Kings and Lord of Lords, property
the yurts a ‘test-run’ on our Total Adventure
was not an issue: born in a manger or
Holidays over the summer and our first
feeding trough, in the borrowed stable of
ever ‘With Dad Weekend’.
a publican; the last supper took place in an
upper room, lent to him for the occasion;
A+ has now been going 30 years;
on Palm Sunday, He rode into Jerusalem on
that momentous landmark
a borrowed
passed quietly during 2020, but keep your focus on that
donkey;
we plan to Celebrate 30+ years
original
calling:
to
encourage
His crown
of safe, life-changing ‘adventure
young people to embrace the of thorns,
youthwork’ with well over
His purple
100,000 children and young
adventure of faith.

Former GAP student riding the rapids of life find out more on p2

gown and the cross, were all ‘provided for
the purpose’. Even his tomb belonged to a
man named Joseph” (from the Life to the
Max book – recently reprinted for our 30th
Celebration)
The message to me when we were first
setting up A+ was clear; Don’t become
fixated on getting a property, keep your
focus on that original calling to encourage
young people to embrace the adventure
of faith, or as our friends at Abernethy, say,
“Keep the main thing, the main thing!”
Of course, in creating the Adventure Base,
that is exactly what we are doing as it will
enable A+ to more than double the children
and young people we reach each year. Our
pilots show these are going to be great;
all the benefits of camping, staying in the

Continued on page 2...
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(safety of) that fresh air environment, with
that sense of being close to nature - the
beauty of God’s wonderfully created world,
yet without the challenges of canvas tents
for children who are just not experienced so much cosier in the cooler weather. All in
a carbon neutral facility, which will inspire
our young people to be good stewards of
this beautiful, yet wonderful planet.
I was so encouraged when one father
wrote to me after that first ‘With Dad
Weekend’ “Thanks for the fantastic
weekend, a milestone event in my son’s
life!”
There are still so many exciting stages
ahead as we prepare to bury power lines
and create the lake and the hill, bringing
even more activity opportunities on site.

“Are we nearly there yet”, someone
asked recently! Well, no not yet, but
the adventure is growing and gathering
momentum. All the time more young
people are being encouraged through new
Total Adventure initiatives, developing
educational programmes for Adventure
Impact referrals, and opportunities to
encourage adults too on our Active
Retreats and men’s and women’s
Adventure Weekends. See inside or get in
touch for details.
We are so aware we could not do this
without the help of so many who have
generously supported this work. We
are thankful for the growing team of
supporters and pray-ers that have got
behind us to support this ‘adventure of
faith’ so far and the adventure is growing

Jon training new recruits
and picking up pace. Please spread the
word, invite us to come and share at your
church or place of work, and continue to
journey with us as we continue to reach
more and more young people each year
with The Good News that changes lives –
for good.
#ExcitingTimes!

Jon Cox

Marc’s life-changing story
Life before A+ was hard for Marc, who was homeless, bouncing between jobs, regularly
using drugs and dealing with issues around self-worth that led to depression, and even
an attempt at taking his own life.
It felt like he was at a dead end and there was no future. We
interviewed him about what he calls “the most transformative 18
months” of his life.
“The idea of being happily married, owning a home, having children
and a life worth living, were just never going to happen for me.”
“My parents, who are good friends with Jon and Tessa (who set up
A+), could see where I was and wanted to offer me a way off of the
path that I was on. They backed me financially and as I didn’t have
much else to stick around for, I agreed to apply for the A+ GAP
year.
“Previous to this, while I was still in school, I did volunteer on a few
events and vividly remember the fun I had. I then joined as a gap
year trainee instructor and stayed for the most transformative 18
months.
“I absolutely loved residentials. Working with the same people for
a week, building relationships, getting to know them and sharing
good times together. Also, the kayaking was pretty awesome!
“It definitely pointed me in the right direction. I still feel like a
young Christian but A+ definitely forced me into a complete U-turn
away from my past and towards a new future.
“The relationships I had with colleagues, some who I still hold close
today, made the most difference during my time at A+. Sharing
common interests and beliefs, as well as receiving unlimited
support is rare to find in a work environment and I’m extremely
blessed to have had that.

“I’d tell people
Marc (left) with fellow GAP instructors
going to A+ now
to make the most of it! Enjoy every second, even if you’re cold and
wet in the middle of a lake!
“I found my love for kayaking through Adventure Plus and
that’s something I’d want my children to go through as well. A+
instructors are very good at sharing their passions for the things
they enjoy and that’s something that really rubbed off onto me.”

If you or someone you know might be
interested in an A+ Gap year please email
gap@adventureplus.org.uk.

“What a great charity A+ is. Some people dream of changing the world

Schools work turns lives around

Dylan (*name changed) has been coming to A+ to do outdoor activities every week to boost his
confidence and engagement.
Referred to us by his Special Educational Needs (SEN) Coordinator
at school, Dylan came to us regularly until October to be
challenged and we loved building friendship to encourage him.
About his time at A+ he says “At the start, I gave up really easily
and didn’t think I could achieve things. Now I’m confident in many
activities and more willing to give others a go. The instructors have
been very patient with me and have encouraged me all the way
through.” Please pray for Dylan as his time with us has come to an
end that he will continue on the path on which he has started.
One of the biggest things this year for our work with schools is
that we now have the wonderful Kelly employed to continue the
good work that has gone before. Lockdown put a stop on our
schools work but it’s great to get such a worthwhile area of A+
started again.
Kelly will be restarting the AQA Award Scheme, where students
can achieve a recognised qualification with us to go alongside their
activities here at A+. This will provide additional encouragement
for the students that attend and also help to boost their
confidence knowing that they have achieved something during
their time with us.

Find out more or volunteer for our
schools work by emailing
aim@adventureplus.org.uk.

A+ Hospitality
Escape the busyness of life and come to enjoy
our beautiful wide open spaces, watch a glorious sunset, take a stroll through our orchard
and perhaps even eat an apple straight from
the tree.
> delicious home cooked meals
> pleasant lounge with a large inglenook fireplace
> retreat to the privacy of your own en suite
room
We can host events from small groups thorugh
to large scale conferences.
Please call Michelle on 01367 810258 or email
us on hospitality@windmillwelcome.org.uk.

www.adventureplus.org.uk

- this lot actually do it!” Jeremy Vine, Patron

Witney to
Westminster

The longest Charity Canoe Marathon in the UK, taking you right into
the heart of London, and raising
funds for our life changing adventure youthwork.
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Saturday
23rd to Thursday 28th
April 2022

Join us - 01993 703308
w2w@adventureplus.org.uk

Biggest GAP team EVER!
Ready to take on the challenges, learn new skills, dig deep in their faith and bring God’s
love to those they meet.
We have seven ready and willing to
serve, including Matthew, our new
Conservaton Intern, and Benjie who
has come back for a second year
(because the first one was so much
fun).
The team has settled well into the two
cottages on site and has already spent
some fun days together on the river in

canoes and kayaks, learning to control
them and even get back into them
when they fall out (on purpose - of
course).
As always, the programme is looking
packed with great activities, including
the Lowland Expedition Leader award,
Paddlesport Instructor and First Aid,
to name a few. After the courses, it’s
time to get
practising their
skills for when
they will be
leading groups
themselves.
A round of
applause for

GAP recruits pass their British Canoeing Instructor training

our previous GAP team, Luke, Thomas
and Benjie, for their perseverance in
making it through the tough lockdown period, and then absolutely
giving it their all in the remaining
months.
Please pray for them as they continue
to grow together as a team and as
individuals. Also for their ongoing
safety as we tackle new and exciting
challenges in the great outdoors.

For info about A+ GAP
years, please email
gaplead@adventureplus.
org.uk

Protect our
planet
Conservation of God’s beautiful creation is taking
centre stage at the moment and we have big
plans for what this means at A+.

The unexpected
From wondering where our next booking would
come from in January, we suddenly hit April and
our summer began with lots of schools work, DofE
expeditions and activity days at Windmill Farm.
Through all the busyness though, God has kept the team together,
kept us healthy and has always come through for us when we’ve
needed him to.
A good example: we had a booking with a local school group. One
of our instructor’s children had a routine appointment fall on the
day and so, therefore, we moved to plan B. Unfortunately, two
days before the event, plan B was forced to self-isolate. But God is
good and another event cancelled meaning we moved to plan C.
Unfortunately, one day before the event, Plan C ended up stuck in a
service station for 14 hours in the midst of the fuel crisis. And so we
moved to plan D – the fourth plan in the space of two days! We got
there in the end and the event went really well!
As we look forward to 2022, we are confident that no matter what
challenge is thrown our way – God will be right there backing us up!

Book your adventure by emailing bookings@
adventureplus.org.uk

With our new Conservation Intern, Matt Norton, taking the reins
recently, we can really start to get our strategy into action.
We work in partnership with A Rocha, a dynamic Christian
conservation charity that work here in the UK, and were excited
to host their recent ‘partners in action’ retreat. We were able to
check out the health of our trees and came away buzzing with
ideas to encourage more biodiversity on our site.
As well as our longer term project to establish a new lake and
nature reserve, we have made a start on establishing a new
woodland area thanks to the help of some very hard working
volunteers. Our youngest volunteer was just five years old showing that children are as keen as ever to protect the local
environment.

Get involved in
this valuable
work to protect
the planet
by emailing
conservation@
adventureplus.
org.uk.

Volunteer in the spotlight

Our conservation day in November

Roger Crossley has been part of our amazing team of volunteers for about ten
years. We caught up with him to find out more about volunteering.
“I’ve been helping A+ for many years now
and found it really rewarding making
connections with people and seeing
their lives impacted. I started at A+ in
my early 50’s (you are never to old!) and
have been on some of the bigger events
such as the Witney to Westminster
canoe challenge and TA Ski.
“There is a sense of ‘joy’ at A+ that is
very uplifting - for me as well as the
children who visit!. The teams are always
welcoming and allow me to fit in without
any pressure providing training and
advice as needed.

“I especially enjoy meeting the GAP
year instructors and seeing how they
grow and develop new skills so much
in the course of a year. There are
opportunities as well to share my faith
during TA holidays and other big events
throughout the year, although seeing
so much faith at A+ has helped me in my
own Christian journey.”

If you could help, please email
margaret@adventureplus.
org.uk.
Roger Crossley, volunteer for the last ten years

“A+ meet young people where they are at, inspire them and build their confidence through adventure
youth work and outdoor education. This work transforms lives for the long term”. Jo Gambi, Record Breaking Mountaineer and A+ Patron

TA Ski (13+ years)

Fri
18thbooked
- Sat 25th Feb
Fully

SKI A+ (18+ and families) Get in touch for 2023
ReviTAlise (14-18 years)

Mon 11th - Thur 14th Apr

TA Easter (8-12 years)

Tue 19th - Fri 22nd Apr

TA Beacon (8-12 years)

Mon 25th - Fri 29th Jul

TA Peak (12-16 years)

Mon 1st - Fri 5th Aug

Adventures in Worship

Wed 26th - Fri 28th Oct

Book now
www.adventureplus.org.uk

Total Adventure
Holidays 2022

Out now!

Thank you
Generous donations and grants meant we raised £493,000 throughout the last year,
which went a huge way to paying the half a million pounds towards the first phase of
the Adventure Base build and operational costs.

‘Life to the MAX’ tells the inspiring
story of the initial calling to ‘Adventure
Youthwork’ that has grown into present
day A+.

Income from activities and hospitality halved throughout this year. However, the
Covid-19 Job Retention Scheme helped with £160,000 to keep us going during those
lockdown months.

Be encouraged by the many examples
of God’s faithfulness as His work
continues to grow and A+ shares lifechanging Good News with thousands of
children and young people every year.

Even though the team sacrificially waived elements of income, we did end the year
having spent more than we made. Nevertheless, with our new facilities, we are
looking forward to clawing back the deficit through 2021 and more so in 2022.
We remain extremely grateful and so thankful for the huge levels of support we
receive from our supporters and many grants.

Expenditure 2020

Income 2020
Other income
0.5%

Fundraising &
publicity 1%
Earned income
£237,457 / 26.5%

A perfect gift for teens and adults!

This fresh reprint is out
now so pick up your
copies on Amazon.

Building &
maintenance 0.5%

Admin 2.7%

A+ Base grants
& donations
£304,536 / 34%
Operational grants
& donations
£348,898 / 39%

A+ Base costs
£498,737 / 50%

Activity
provision &
support
£457,234 /
45.8%

Donate now at:

www.adventureplus.org.uk

For further information visit us at

adventureplus.org.uk
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